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Recap for Migrating to GNU/Linux Desktop

HistoricallyIusedWindows98,Windows2000,andWindowsXp,beforeIwasinitiallyequippedofficiallywithacomputer,a13-inchMacBookPro(2010)whichranMacOSXSnowLeopard.IwouldmarkitasmyfirstcontacttotheUNIX-likeworldofdesktops.
IwasSkeuomorphist,andIamstillonetoday.SnowLeopardwasfollowedbytheFlatjihadistswhobroughtatotaldecimationofthegoodolddaysinmy18-ishage.SteveJobswasgone,andApplebetrayedmyfaithinitbymurderingtheholyreignofSkeuomorphism.
AfterMountainLion,Maverickswasonthevergeofthefarewell.Overtime,IgotYosemite,ElCapitan,etc,andIbecameCLIsupremacistingreatlackoffaithinhavinggoodGUIeveragain.IstartedlookingforalternativestoMacovertheyearsandonlyin2020InoticedadesirablehardwarefromXiaomi.AndfortheOS,IhadnootherchoicethanGNU/Linux.
InstallingUbuntu20.04LTSwaseasy,butIwantedsomethingelse.
ItriedAOSCOS,acommunity-drivendistrowithanapt/dpkgsystemandvari-ousinstallationoptions,andsoonfledbecauseitwasalsoasystemd-onlydis-tro.BeforeImovedaway,Iworkedwithconfigurationoptionsandlearnedalotstufflikebootloader,kernel,FS,LUKS,X,windowmanager.Igotxinit,startx,andi3wmtoworktogethersoIwouldnotrelyonanyjumbodesktopenviron-ment;Istillusethecombinationtoday.Itwasanicelearningexperiencewhichenabledmetothenextstep.
Insearchfornon-systemdoptions,InoticedGentooforsupportingOpenRC.Yearsago,Ihadheardofitsnameandithadbeenreportedlyhardtoinstallandhardtoupdate.IswitchedtoGentooandtheinstallationprocesswasnotachal-lengeformebecauseIhadgatheredenoughknowledgetomaneuverthroughcfdisk,cryptsetup,mkfs,mount,untarstage3,fstab,kernel,initramfs,firmware,kernelcmdline,grub-install,grub-mkconfig,kerneldrivers,glibc,USEflags,dhcpcd,wpa_supplicant,etc.
Ihavegotthisfar...
Component Choice
Kernel 6.15.7(withGentooflavor)Libc Glibc2.41-r4Bootloader GRUBGUI Xorg+i3wm+picomFilesystem Ext4overLUKS
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