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TheMirage of Independent Blog

HavingaWordPresswebsiteforthefirsttimewasanexcitingmomentwhichhappenedaround2012.Owninganindependentwebsitewasnice,andisstillnicetoday,becauseitmeansfullcustomizationatwillaslongasmyfrontendprogrammingskillspermit.
Duetotheshortageofpaymentinstruments,itwashardtobuynormaldomainsandnormalservers,andIhadtoworkwithlimitedhostingoptions.
LaterImovedtostaticsitegeneratorbecauseoftheriseofGitHubPages.ItwasatimewhenGitHubActionswasnotinplaceandIhadtoputeverythingservableintoGittracking.
Insubsequentyears,moreoptionsappearedandmorerisksappeared.Today,CDNisasecuritynecessityanddisclosingtherealIPaddressofasmallVPScanbeharmful.Domainspricescangoreallyhigh,andCDNbusinessescanrejectservingwebsitesthattheydonotlike.
Makingadomainnamecanonicalandparamount(torepresentaperson)canbringmoreharmthangood.ThisisespeciallyprominentafterCOVID,becausedeathmaycatchmeanytimesoon.Havingablogcarriestheneedforbeinginterpretedandbeingremembered;inthissense,aCMSapprunningonthewebisnottheidealapproach,andstaticsitegeneratorsonlyhelpedslightly.
Thetraditionalideaofhavinganindependentbloghasbecomeamirage,adelusion,andahoax.Itwasamixofseveraldifferentpursuits,includingto
make announcements,towelcome guests,andtobe remembered.
The“tomakeannouncements”pursuitcanbewellsatisfiedbymodernpub-licservicesincludingMastodonandSubstack;evenGitHubcanmakeaniceoption.
The“towelcomeguests”pursuitshouldtranslatetoadigitalgarden¹,whereatimelineofarticlesmayonlybeasmallcomponentinsideit.ThisshouldbecomparablewithSereniteaPotandAnimalCrossing,wherepeoplevisitgardensandhomesofeachother.IrememberthegoodolddayswithTencentQzonewherewidgetsanddecorationsoverweighedcontent.Thecurrentcontent-focustrendisneglectingthisaspectofpsychologicalneedforsafespace.
Mycurrentapproachissuperoptimizedfor“toberemembered”.Ihaveashell-basedstaticsitegenerator,aPDF-orientedblogaggregationworkflow,amulti-hostnamedeploymentworkflow,andasetofready-to-deployarchives.Ihavemademywebsitesupereasytoberebuiltanddeployedbyotherpeopleaf-

¹Jacky Zhao. Digital Gardening. 2021-10-31. https://jzhao.xyz/posts/digital-gardening
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termydeath,inordertomakemycentralrecollections(personalnamespaceincontrasttovariousprojects)asaccessibleaspossibleforfuturehistorians.Near-deathexperiencessinceCOVIDcontributedalottothisaspectofconsid-erationaspartofthefightagainstanxietyanddepression.
WillImakemydigitalgardenformeetingguests?Probably.
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